


Principal’s Corner continued from page 1

School Supplies

For the last five years, parents on a volunteer basis have
helped defray instructional material costs to the school by
purchasing student classroom supplies. This year parents
have a choice to pre-purchase the supplies in June for pick
up at registration or use the attached grade level lists in this
issue to make their own purchases. The school also pur-
chases supplies so that all students have equivalent materi-
als.

August Letter

Children return to school on Monday, August 22™. You
will receive a letter about a week to ten days before school
begins with updated information, schedules, registration
procedure, and the supply list. Your emergency cards will
be mailed from the District office. They must be returned
at registration (Saturday, August 20™) or the school office
no later than opening day. Your child may not attend
school, even the first day, without appropriate emergency
information on file at school. This material will be mailed
to you on August 12" from the District office.

Patience Has Its Rewards

The teachers will return for meetings on Thursday, August
18", They will be working in their rooms on Friday, Au-
gust 19", but the class lists will not be completed until early
Saturday morning. (Becky and I do our best data input late
at night ©) We do preliminary class placements in June,
but because many families relocate in and out of Nixon
during the summer, we have to realign the classes when we
all return. Although this requires you to wait for final noti-
fication, it works to your child’s advantage. For instance, if
we build a second grade class in June with 20 students and
for some reason six students in that class relocate over the
summer, we will rebuild the entire second grade. We do
this because we balance the classes on new and returning
students. We have found that this has a stabilizing effect
allowing parents familiar with the Nixon procedures to help
acclimate the new families.

Some Staff Realignments

All of our present staff is returning with the exception of
Joan Phelan, who is retiring and living her joy. As was an-
nounced in the last Nixon News, Stephanie Han will be
joining the kindergarten team. There will be three classes
at grades K, 1, 3, and 4. We will have four classes at 2 and
5. Sean McDaniel will move to fifth grade and Laura
Lajeunesse will move to second to accommodate these
changes.
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Enrichment

Lisa Schmidt has been working hard the last couple of
weeks to finalize the fall enrichment schedule. Although
the providers for creative writing and math have other com-
mitments and are not returning, several of our other offer-
ings have expanded the number of their classes. The num-
ber of offerings is always predicated by their schedules and
space availability. It is important to remember that enrich-
ment classes rent space from our site as a convenience to
our families. They are not part of the Nixon program. You
must register and have all your inquiries answered by them.
The staff at Nixon cannot relay messages or give you infor-
mation because we are not knowledgeable about their pro-
grams. If you have a concern about a provider’s practices,
feel free to discuss them with me. The YMCA will again
be available on Fridays from 1:30 to 2:20 without fee for
any children in grades 1-3 who regularly ride a bus. You
must register your child for this service with the Nixon of-
fice. No child may remain at Nixon between 1:30 and
2:20 on Friday without supervision. If you would like
your child to go to the YMCA'’s supervised play and they
do not ride the bus, you may register them for a nominal
semester fee. The PTA and enrichment providers gener-
ously provide a limited number of scholarships based on
need. If you are interested you can contact me. Do not
wait until school starts to do this as classes fill up.

It has been an honor to spend this year with your children.
My relationship with them and you enriches my life.
Thank you for your continual support, and have a great
summer. We will all look forward to hearing about it on
August 22",

Barbara
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President’s Message continued from page 1

or high school, their presence and contributions have bene-
fited Nixon greatly and we wish them well in their next
journey. There are many who volunteer, but we would like
to specifically acknowledge the efforts of a few who have
gone way beyond any expectation; Maria Cacho, Barbara
Dunn Cherry, Janet Dickens, Richard Dickens, Diana Go,
Carla Gratta, Estee Greif, Ann Hubbell, Susan Macario,
Marlene Majidi, Debbie Melmon, Debbie Robbins, Lori
Shaffer, and Wendy Yang. We would also like to recog-
nize Yasuko Weyhrauch with an Outstanding Service
Award for her ever-present, tireless contributions to the
children, teachers, staff, and PTA.

Although she is not leaving Nixon, I would like to extend a
Thank You to Cyndy Sandor for her service as Co-
President over the past two years. I personally have bene-
fited from her advice and support. Although she will no
longer be my partner as co-president, she is taking the posi-

vacation spot.

Have a Great Summer!
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Show Your School Spirit
This Summer!

Have someone take a picture of you wearing your Nixon School Spirit Shirt in a summer
Bring your picture Back to School in August and it will be posted for all to see. Astound
your friends, amaze your teachers, and win a prize.

Let’s spread Nixon School spirit everywhere we go!

tion of VP Fundraising. I hope she knows what she’s get-
ting into®©.

All in all, for most it has been a great year, not only in the
success of our events and activities but in the way our com-
munity always pulls together with their volunteer efforts
and support for those in time of need.

Don’t forget to VOTE on Tuesday, have a great summer,
see you in August!

Everyone take care,

Tracy
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Back to School Supplies Pack: Update and Reminder

Do you get a little frazzled when the first day of school ap-
proaches in August? Want to eliminate the hassle of going
to five different stores looking for school supplies? Now
you can order a complete Back to School Supplies Pack,
customized for your child’s grade-level. Pick it up on reg-
istration day, and your child is ready for the first day of
school.

We kicked off this program last week, and we have already
received over 35 orders as of May 25. What a great start!

I just want to remind you that this is a voluntary program—
you do not have to purchase the packs if you and your child
enjoy shopping for your school supplies. Please refer to the
complete supplies list in this issue of Nixon News. This list
includes all items needed, including classroom supplies
(tissues, wipes, markers, paper, etc.). The packs you are
ordering include $5 for these classroom supplies as well as
for some bulk items that we will purchase separately.

Ocean Creature Feature Festival
Monday, May 16

The theater was transformed into a hands-on science mu-
seum when Lawrence Hall of Science brought its Ocean
Creature Feature Festival to Nixon. Assisted by a large
crew of parent volunteers, students explored the wide diver-
sity of adaptations that allow marine creatures to move, eat,
breathe, and protect themselves in the ocean environment.
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Please be assured that the packs you get at registration will
have everything your child needs for the year.

Drop off your order form in the envelope posted in the of-
fice by Becky Brewer’s desk. Additional copies of the or-
der form are also available.

Any questions, please contact Daisy Zook.

REMEMBER: If you wish to purchase the Back to School
Supplies Pack, you must return your order form for next
year’s grade level BEFORE the end of the school year -
June 9, 2005.

This was the third in a series of assemblies funded by the
PTA to enrich and augment the school curriculum. Many
thanks to Sharon Stanaway for arranging these programs.
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2005-2006 Back To School Registration — Important

Although summer has not yet officially started, we do need to give you a bit of information regard-
ing back to school registration.

As we did last year, we will continue with a Pre-Registration process. On Friday August 12", a
Registration Packet will be mailed to you at the address you have on file with the school district.

It will contain all necessary school registration materials, including those required by the school dis-
trict. Please read through the directions carefully, filling out all the forms, and bring the completed
information to

Registration Day
Nixon Theater
Saturday, August 20", 2005
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

You must complete the registration process to receive your child’s class assignment. If for some
reason you will not be in town or available on August 20", you may give your completed registra-
tion materials to another family member or friend who can register your child. If this is not possible,
we will have a registration desk open the first morning of school, but I would like to warn you that
leaving your registration process until the first morning of school may cause significant delays in
your child getting to their classroom.

Please review the school district calendar for next year, which was printed in the March 18 Nixon
News. You can also find a copy on the PAUSD website at http://pausd.palo-alto.ca.us/parents/
downloads/cal_schlyr_05_06.pdf. Please note this calendar has many differences from previous
years, in particular vacation days are different than in the past.

Look for your Registration Packet early in the 3™ week of August. The first day of school is
Monday, August 22", 8:00 a.m. We will also have a Welcome Back Coffee, 8:00—9:00 a.m.

Please join us!

If you have any questions about the Registration process, please contact Tracy Stevens.
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A Fond Farewell to Joan Phelan:

We Will Miss You! by Sylvia Sanders

Plans for Retirement:

Joan will continue to nurture plants and people after she
retires. Her huge backyard is home to skunks, opossums,
and raccoons. Influenced by permaculture, a philosophy of
caring for the earth and people, she will redesign her land
to mimic a forest. Trees will provide different canopy lev-
els to support a variety of insect and animal life. As noisy
and stinky as they can be, she wants to maintain the sanctu-
ary for skunks and raccoons. In addition she will grow
plants for crafts and cooking. A dyed-in-the-wool teacher,
Joan may use her garden for demonstrations on seasonal
plants four times a year.

Joan also loves fiber arts, so her travel plans include a visit
to the Quilt and Textile Museum in Pennsylvania. She will
have more time for quilting, knitting, crocheting, and sew-
ing. In addition she’ll have more time to spend with her
children, Ryan and Kim, and to help her 84 year-old mother
who lives in Felton.

Changes in Kindergarten:

When Joan started teaching 35 years ago, individual
schools, rather than the state, developed educational stan-
dards. Though she has always provided children with an
academic table time, the main focus early in her career was
to get children ready to sit and listen, and to be kind to each
other.

The curriculum Joan brought to Nixon in 1988 was hands-
on and project-oriented. The increased emphasis on state-
wide educational standards has caused a shift to a more di-
rect-teaching style and has made it harder to squeeze in
time for projects. It is ironic that differentiation—the proc-
ess of meeting the needs of children with a wide range of
abilities—is a natural extension of project-based learning.
Sadly, in Joan’s experience, a direct teaching method works
well with only about 25% of the class. The ideal kindergar-
ten would probably be on a farm, Joan says. Children
would learn responsibility and would have plenty of
chances for physical activity by chasing dogs and milking
COWS.

Favorite Activities:

“I absolutely adore singing, dancing, and being in the gar-
den with the children,” says Joan. Joan has incorporated
Orff music into her classroom for the past 5 or 6 years, us-
ing it to teach math (through beats, counting, patterns, and
geometric dancing), language comprehension skills (by
learning poems and interpreting them musically), and even
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science (by choosing songs about the weather, for exam-
ple).

The fairy garden, between Joan’s classroom and the staff
parking lot, has brought joy to Joan and hundreds of her
students. “When I arrived that space was just monkey
flower and dirt,” Joan said. She decided to establish native
plants in that space and to support the wildlife that was al-
ready here. Current and former garden residents include
hummingbirds, bumblebees, two salamanders, a family of
quail, and a frog.

“Healing things happen in the garden,” Joan says. “The
first words an autistic child spoke to another happened in
the garden. Kids forget themselves there. Children with
health issues have taught the other children about their con-
ditions in the garden.”

Fairies:

Though Joan has never seen a fairy in the garden, several
children have. Taevia Vauss, a kinder, has seen a pink
fairy in the garden. She was flying and told Taevia her
name (which she has now forgotten) and asked to see Joan.
Kinder Bryant Molina has seen a little white fairy flying in
the garden. Neither Luka Levi , Claire Baker nor Lisa
McPhillips has seen a fairy, but that is because the fairies
are too small (Luka), because they hide all day (Claire), or
because they only come out at night since they don’t like to
be seen (Lisa). According to Joan, one or two children see
fairies every year.
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A Fond Farewell to Joan Phelan Continued from page 8

Students Talk about Joan: e “She likes nature and fairies. She sprinkles fairy dust

e “Ilike the art projects.” - Nathan Lutz, kinder. and writes little notes then pretends the fairies did it.” -

e “Ilike when we give her flowers.” - Bryant Molina, Stephanie Zhang, 3" grade. When asked how she
kinder. knew Joan wrote the notes, Stephanie said, “It’s her

e “My favorite thing is to play with her.” - Jose Becerra, handwriting.”
kinder. e “She was really nice. She set me off to a good start.

e “She’s nice. Sometimes we have popsicles. She makes We all had fairies in her class. Each time it was some-
them.” - Nell Hall, kinder. body’s birthday, the class made a booklet with notes

e “She was nice.” - Ken Oh, 1* grade. and pictures.” - Sivan Spector, 3" grade.

e “Joan is lovely, wonderful and good.” - Sadie Fearon, ® “It was really fun because she really understood kids
1* grade. and she had all these fun things. She let people do

e “Iliked that she was a lovely teacher.” - Josefine what they wanted, but she still had rules and stuff.
Ekholm, 1* grade. Every day we did something different, and she made

e “Joan writes notes to fairies and we write notes and learning to read really fun. Istill have a crown she
then we put them in a special box. The next day the made for my birthday.” - Justine Schmidt, 4" grade.

fairies write back and say how they liked the note.” -
Lisa McPhillips, 2™ grade.

“I really like Joan. I’ll miss her so much...she taught
me how to make candles.” - Tony Zunino, 2™ grade.

'V ol T T T Ta T T T T Ta T T T T e T 2 20 25 Ta T T T T T T T T T Ta T W)
Y Words from Joan

Dear parents, children, and staff,

How can I ever begin to thank you? I must begin with our wonderful celebration during the
Spring Festival this morning. I was touched so deeply by your caring tribute to me. First, it was
the best-kept secret kept by an entire school! Bravo! Ideeply cherish Jan’s speech, the poem by
Aurora, Rasa, and Avery, and I will never, ever forget the loving serenade of the good-bye song,
sung by everyone. Tears still well up, even now, as I remember looking out over the student body,
seeing everyone holding hands and singing to me. I can’t begin to write about my deep feelings
about that. Thank you.

I also want to thank everyone for 17 short years of laughter, tears, and hugs. We’ve been through
so much life together. Our staff has been so important to me—that humor that permeates the at-
mosphere here helped me celebrate the wonderful days and held me together during the hard ones.
I feel very lucky to have taught with so professional a staff. Ilearned a lot from each of you.

And I will always cherish the friends I have made with Nixon’s wonderful families. I have very
fond memories of birthday parties and dinners with you. Of course, I will remember the children!
Even children who I never had the good luck to have in my class have become part of the intricate
fabric of life for me here.

One song we didn’t sing, which keeps running thought my mind: “Thank you, Thank you, Thank
you very much. Thank you, Thank you, Thank you very much!”

Joan
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Enrichment Update for Fall Semester

Nixon is again fortunate to have a large number of enrich-
ment classes next year. Below you will find the tentative

schedule. You will be receiving detailed information and
registration forms when you come to Registration Day on

Fees: Each class sponsor sets their own fees and will be
published in the registration flyers. The Nixon PTA has
scholarship money available to students needing financial

aid.

August 20™. You can also meet the providers and register
at the first day coffee on August 22™.

11:35to 12:05

Class Name Time Notes
IArt: Carla Gratta and Alejandra Hermandinger  [Wednesday IAll grades
1:30 to 2:20
Art: Carla Gratta and Alejandra Hermandinger  |[Friday Kinders
11:30 to 12:00
Art: Carla Gratta and Alejandra Hermandinger  [Friday 2™ and 3™
1:30 to 2:20
Art: Carla Gratta and Alejandra Hermandinger  [Friday Uh and 5™
2:20 to 3:10
Chess: Success Chess IWednesday 3 classes offered. Students are
1:30 to 2:20 placed in a class with other students
of the same ability.
Basketball: 1on1 Basketball Friday 1%, 2™ and 3
1:30 to 2:20
Music: Nancy Kaye Thursday U™ and 5™
2:30 to 3:25
Science: Junior Science Museum Friday Kinders
11:30 to 12:15
Science: Junior Science Museum Friday 1%, 2" and 3™
1:30 to 2:20
Science: Junior Science Museum Friday Uh and 5™
2:25 to 3:05
Spanish, Kinder: Living Spanish Mon. & Fri. Kinders

Spanish, Beginning: Living Spanish

Tues. & Thurs.

ISt, 2nd and 3rd

2:20 to 3:05

Spanish, Beginning: Living Spanish Mon. & Fri. U™ and 57
2:20 to 3:05

Spanish, Advanced: Living Spanish Wed. & Fri. 1%, 2™ and 3™
1:30 to 2:15

Provider Contact:

Art —

Carla Gratta

Basketball — Mike Livingston

Music —

Nancy Kaye
Chess — Dan Gertmenian

Success

Science

— Ines Thiessen

Spanish — Natalia De la Chica
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Schmidt.

With any questions, please contact the providers listed
above, or the enrichment coordinator — Lisa
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5™ Grade Service Project
By 5th graders Suze Myers, Mikala Cox and Jordan Humble

For someone in need of an organ transplant, nothing is
more important than a donor. Although there are a few or-
gans that can be donated from a living person, the sad real-
ity is most organ donations come from someone who has
died, and oftentimes it is a sudden and tragic death. Our
Service Learning Project this year was “Organ Donation
and Transplant Education”. Several people from the Cali-
fornia Transplant Donor Network came to share informa-
tion and statistics on this topic as well as tell their personal
stories on Thursday, May 19", If you’d like to register to
be an organ donor or find more information, please visit
their website at www.ctdn.org.

We also held a special fundraiser for the Lucille Packard
Transplant Center. After working for a few weeks on
papier-maché hearts, the 5™ grade held an art gallery in the
Nixon theater on May 21* and 22", We had decorated our
hearts in many different and creative ways: collage, decou-
page, and with paint. Each one was different and unique.
Several of our amazing 5" grade parents displayed the
hearts by hanging them and propping them on tables cov-
ered in flowing fabric. Many of the 5™ graders helped out
with the gallery by selling tickets or answering questions.
We even served yummy heart-shaped cookies and cup-
cakes! Everybody had a wonderful time viewing the
hearts, and the 5" grade had a great time working on them!

Although the heart art show is over, the 5 grade is still
accepting donations (monetary ones!) If you would like to
contribute to our worthy cause, please bring your contribu-
tion to the office and give it to Becky. If you are writing a
check, please make the check out to Jan Rossi, the 5" grade
treasurer. (Do not make it payable to Nixon PTA). The 5"
graders will present the total amount raised to Lucille Pack-
ard Transplant Center on the day of graduation. Please get
your donations in by Tuesday, June 7. Thank you to all
the people that came to one of the shows and donated to
this special event!

©

Reminder!!

Parking" spaces. Thanks!

NIXON NEWS

Please don’t park in the "Reserved Parking" spaces that run down the side of the
bus circle. Those spaces are for some of the staff, and the last parking space with
the "Reserved Parking" sign is for the winning bidder from last year's auction.
The family paid for the use of that spot, which includes anytime during school
hours as well as school functions happening after school. If you have someone
else pick up your child, please tell him or her not to use any of those "Reserved
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A Year in the Library

As the year draws to a close, I'd like to share with you
some library highlights.

Our hard-working team of parent volunteers led by Sylvia
Sanders helped me organize the library after the move from
the Garland site. Literally thousands of books were
shelved. We have a library “classroom” with round tables
and chairs near the entrance to “C” pod. The reference sec-
tion has a handy, new home nearby. Second graders stud-
ied dictionaries, thesauruses, and encyclopedias there;
fourth and fifth graders used maps in conjunction with their
study of The Age of Exploration.

It is always a joy to introduce kindergartners to our very
special picture book room. As with the other primary
grades, we explore books about friendship, the seasons, and
special authors such as Rosemary Wells, Kevin Henkes,
Helen Lester, James Marshall, and Cynthia Rylant. The
care of books is also emphasized.

I introduce writing traits in the first grade and build
throughout the rest of the grades to support skills the chil-
dren are learning in the classroom. Letters, journals and
diaries are a fun way to combine writing and history. Many
of the books I select to share with the fourth and fifth grad-
ers are in conjunction with their history units.

Biographies are studied by the second through fifth graders.
In the fall, Whitney Stewart inspired the intermediate
grades with her travel tales and books about Sir Edmund
Hillary and Nobel Peace Prize winners The Dalai Lama and
Aung San Suu Kyi. Thank you, PTA for funding this very
special author visit.

National Library Week was the first week of March. We
celebrated with our First Annual Book Exchange. Students
were very excited to swap books, and parents seemed re-
lieved to clear off shelves at home!

I applied for a grant at the end of last year and received
funds to purchase class sets of books for a Battle of the
Books. Fourth graders piloted the program. The Battle
was conducted last week, and the students should be very
proud of their performance. For almost two hours teams
from each class shot out answers to questions about the
books. In two “battles” it came down to who could write
the fastest! Banners were waved to urge the teams onward,
and the children displayed great sportsmanship! I hope to
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build on this program next year.

I will miss the children moving on to middle school. I have
known many of them since they were in kindergarten! I
wish them the best; they are a terrific group of kids. Ilook
forward to seeing the remaining students in August. Have a
wonderful vacation!

Janice Mulholland
School Librarian

A special thanks to all of the library volunteers....

Won Jae Chung, Sharon Dally, Jane Du, Barbara Dunn Cherry,
Becky Connor, Carla Gratta, Midori Hasegawa, Crystal Hsu,
Sheryl Humble, Junha Ji, Kyang Hwa Kang, Ayumi Kimura,
Seung Eun Lee, Eileen Legenhausen, Suzie Lincoln, Katherine
Lu, Nancy Marcotte, Satoko Miyoshi, Bob Molinari,

Eun K. Moon, Yookung Noh, Parveen Rasheed, Yusong Rogers,
Trang Tran, Jeong Weong, Pam Wicks, Daisy Zook, and Library
Volunteer Coordinator, Sylvia Sanders

Sign up for eNews!

Nixon has an e-mail list for parents and staff inter-
ested in receiving weekly updates on school events.
To subscribe (or unsubscribe) from the list, send e-
mail to: majordomo @laki.pausd.org

with the words “subscribe nixon” ( or “unsubscribe
nixon”) in the body (not the subject) of the mes-
sage.
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Giving Credit Where Credit is Due

Where did the year go? It seems like just yesterday, we - Sixteen students, who deserve special thanks for
were planning issue #1. Now here we are, wrapping up lively contributions that were often the most
#17. In this final issue of 2004-2005, I would like to recog- interesting reading in the newsletter.

nize the unsung heroes without whom Nixon News would e  The numerous photos taken by Joe Young and Barbara
not happen. Vana captured our Nixon events so perfectly that some-

times we hardly needed to bother with text.
e First and foremost is Yasuko Weyhrauch, who has de- e Qur Spanish edition, Las Noticias de Nixon, was

voted every other Sunday night for the last five years to greatly expanded this year by Maria Cacho, who ig-
Nixon News layout and production. Yasuko is the per- nored my worries that she would burn out and spent
son who takes the raw text and makes it look good. countless hours translating EVERY article. All of us,
And those of you who are occasionally tardy with your but especially the Spanish-speaking community, will
articles owe her a huge debt of gratitude, as she has miss her next year.

NEVER complained about having to revise pages to e Donna Kruep and Leisa Waschura did the heavy lifting
squeeze in a late submission. Her talent, flexibility, and made sure that 420 copies ended up in the right
and cheerful attitude will be greatly missed when she backpacks and mailboxes every other Friday.

moves on to middle school in the fall.

* My main job as editor is not to write Nixon News but to Thanks to all of you for making my job easy and enjoyable.
nag other people to write it for me, including: Start planning for issue #1 on August 26. (And if you
- Barbara Welch, Cyndy Sandor, and Tracy Ste-  would like to see your name in this space next year, we still
vens, who produced columns (sometimes two  need volunteers to help with layout and translation!)
or three) for every issue;

- Sylvia Sanders, who researched and wrote the Sharon Dally
“Meet the Teacher” series, as well as a number Nixon News Editor
of miscellaneous articles whenever the need
arose;

- Nearly 40 other staff members and parents who
penned occasional items about school events,
issues, and activities; and

Have a great summer!

From Nixon News Team
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Last Chance to Reclaim
Lost Items

Be sure to stop by the office before school
ends and check the Lost & Found. Any
items not claimed by Monday, June 13 will
be donated to the Palo Alto PTA wardrobe.

The PAUSD parcel tax will be Measure A on the June 7 ballot.
Get informed on the issues! You can get information online, in-
cluding information about the PAUSD budget and the parcel tax at
www.pausd.org/community/downloads/brd_ed/parcel_tax.pdf.

At the general membership meeting held on Tuesday, March 8,
2005, the Nixon PTA voted to support Measure A.

Every vote counts! Don’t forget to vote!

Election Day is June 7

Beyond Nixon

Youth Sports Festival at Stanford
June 25, 2005, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

The Youth Sports Festival is a one-day event featuring
sports clinics hosted by Stanford University student-
athletes and coaches for children ages 8-14, two seminars
on the impact of sports participation, a panel discussion
with former Stanford student-athletes, and numerous inter-
active exhibits in a festival atmosphere. All events are free
and open to the public. For more information call (650)
724-3910 or visit www.gostanford.com.

Final Grades: Making Sense of Spring Report Cards &
State Test Scores

Wednesday, July 27, 7:00-8:30 p.m.

Parents Place

200 Channing Ave., Palo Alto

Ever wonder what to do when your child's final report card
is not as good as you had hoped? Mystified by your child's
STAR scores? If so, GreatParents and Parents Place can
help you. Debbie Taylor, an experienced educator and pre-
senter, will spend 90 minutes helping us make sense of
your child's grades and state test (STAR) scores. Bring
your child's final report card and scores on the state stan-
dardized tests with you. We'll decode the acronyms, jargon
and indexed scores. You will leave the seminar with a bet-
ter understanding of your child's academic strengths and
weaknesses. We will begin to develop a personalized plan
to make summer time both fun and educational. Cost is
$25. For more information, or to register for the seminar,
please visit http://www.jfcs.org/Services/

Children,_Youth, and_Families/Parents_Place/.

About Nixon News

does not imply endorsement by the Nixon PTA or the PAUSD.

Nixon News is a PTA funded newsletter, designed to serve as a parent educational and information resource. It is published every other Friday
(except when holidays interfere). Submissions should be sent via e-mail to the editor, Sharon Dally, at sharond @cva.stanford.edu. Either type
the text directly in the body of the e-mail or attach a Microsoft Word or Rich Text Format file. If your article is on paper and cannot be submit-
ted electronically or if you have a photo or graphic, please contact the editor for instructions. Deadlines are announced on the front page of
every issue. They are normally (but not always) the Friday before publication. Articles will be edited for spelling and grammar and for length,
if space constraints require it. All submissions must include your name and contact information.

Information in this newsletter is provided as a community service. The mention of any business, service, or organization in this newsletter
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